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Lawrence's influence with many of his countrymen, an influ-
ence which at that time it was specially desirable to maintain.

I shortly afterwards joined the Government of India as Foreign
Secretary. Afghanistan was once more forcing itself upon the
Governor-General's attention, because the internecine strife of
several years had ended in finally confirming Shir Ali as Amir of
the whole dominion handed down by Dost Muhammad to his heirs.

John Lawrence was then reviewing the whole case as it
had, after some eventful years, become developed into its
existing shape. He called to mind how Eussia had after the
Crimean "War subdued the Caucasian region with a great effort,
and next advanced from another direction upon Kokand or
Ferghana, thence pressing on to Samarkand and Bokhara, while
England and India were occupied in the war of the mutinies.
He had watched her every movement, while she reduced the
Elian of Bokhara to a position of vassalage. His vigilance
was farther sharpened when she was understood to be ad-
vancing her outposts even up to the Oxus. As explained in
the previous chapter XIII., I was Ms Political and Foreign
Secretary at that moment, and had to arrange for obtaining the
information he desired regarding the proceedings of the Eus-
sians on the right bank of the Oxus. He found that though a
Eussian advance had really been made in that quarter, it
was magnified by the prevailing rumours. His idea was that
a friendly and independent Afghan State should be interposed
between India and Central Asia; if Eussia could not be pre-
vented from overrunning Central Asia, she could, at all events,
be kept out of Afghanistan. He thought that the Eussian posi-
tion in Central Asia was insecure and likely to be threatened
at any moment by an outbreak on the part of the inhabitants.
In reality the Eussians have, by comparatively good adminis-
tration, consolidated their rule there much more effectually
than he then anticipated. At all events, he hoped that being
embarrassed in their finances, and pre-occupied with local
affairs, they would abstain from troubling Afghanistan. But as
a precautionary measure, he wished that the British Govern-
ment should establish a permanent influence with the Afghan